For we know that mercury will decompose blood; and Dr. Wright, who has analysed the blood of patients under mercurial action, states that it is materially changed, containing more water, and being more prone to putrefaction than healthy blood, the destructive agency depriving, it of one-third of its fibrine, one-sixth or more of its globules, and at the same time loads it with a foetid matter, the product of decomposition.
In our opinion Dr. Cairns has advanced nothing which proves the operation of scarification a dangerous and useless one in all cases ; but on the contrary we consider it one of great benefit in the vast majority of cases where the proper indications exist for its performance.
